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MICHIGAN MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER INVOLVED CRASHES

Michigan motorists reported 47,002 vehicle-deer crashes in 2015. As a result of those collisions, 1,132 people were
injured and 11 people were killed. Five of the people killed were motorcycle riders. Of the 47,219 vehicles
involved, 36,088 (76.4%) were passenger cars, 8,221 (17.4%) were pickups, and 1,612 (3.4%) were minivans,
vans, or motorhomes. All other vehicle types (including motorcycle, snowmobile, ORV/ATV, large truck, and moped;
uncoded and errors are also included) totaled 1,298 (2.7%).

Motor vehicle-deer crashes occurred most often in Michigan’s heavily populated southern counties; Oakland County
had the highest number with 1,873 in 2015.
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LIGHT CONDITION AND TIME OF DAY IN MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER CRASHES

LIGHT CONDITION All crashes fatal injury property 
damage   

only
Number % of Total Number % of Total A B C

Daylight 10,576 22.5 2 20.0 29 116 198 10,231

Dawn 4,447 9.5 1 10.0 5 22 44 4,375

Dusk 2,154 4.6 0 0.0 5 16 21 2,112

Dark - Lighted 1,901 4.0 1 10.0 2 9 29 1,860

Dark - Unlighted 27,104 57.7 6 60.0 16 149 346 26,587

Other/Unknown 820 1.7 0 0.0 0 2 1 817

Total 47,002 100.0 10 100.0 57 314 639 45,982

The highest number of reported vehicle-deer collisions occurred during the 6:00 PM to 8:59 PM time period, when
24.6 percent (11,568) vehicle-deer crashes occurred. The 12:00 AM to 2:59 AM time period had the highest number of
fatal vehicle-deer crashes, with three.

Note: Time and Severity chart excludes 36 crashes where time of day is unknown. 
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MONTHLY AND SEASONAL RATES FOR MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER CRASHES

month All crashes fatal injury property 
damage   

only
Number % of Total Number % of Total A B C

January 3,470 7.4 1 10.0 3 11 25 3,430

February 1,886 4.0 0 0.0 0 3 11 1,872

March 2,910 6.2 0 0.0 1 13 26 2,870

April 2,911 6.2 1 10.0 3 18 39 2,850

May 3,238 6.9 1 10.0 6 33 51 3,147

June 4,037 8.6 2 20.0 13 42 77 3,903

July 2,815 6.0 0 0.0 12 41 45 2,717

August 2,092 4.5 0 0.0 6 25 39 2,022

September 2,862 6.1 0 0.0 5 30 44 2,783

October 6,923 14.7 2 20.0 0 35 105 6,781

November 9,292 19.8 1 10.0 6 48 131 9,106

December 4,566 9.7 2 20.0 2 15 46 4,501

Total 47,002 100.0 10 100.0 57 314 639 45,982

Of the total 47,002 reported vehicle-deer collisions, 44.2 percent (20,781) occurred during the fourth quarter of the year.
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