
MICHIGAN MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER INVOLVED CRASHES

2014 Michigan Traffic Crash Facts—Statewide

Michigan motorists reported 45,690 vehicle-deer crashes in 2014. As a result of those collisions, 1,072 people were 
injured and six people were killed. All six of the people killed were motorcycle riders. Of the 45,879 vehicles involved, 
34,791 (75.8%) were passenger cars, 7,977 (17.4%) were pickups, and 1,771 (3.9%) were minivans, vans, or 
motorhomes.  All other vehicle types (including motorcycle, snowmobile, ORV/ATV, large truck, and moped; uncoded 
and errors are also included) totaled 1,340 (2.9%).

Motor vehicle-deer crashes occurred most often in Michigan’s heavily populated southern counties; Oakland  County 
had the highest number with 1,750 in 2014.



LIGHT CONDITION AND TIME OF DAY IN MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER CRASHES 

2014 Michigan Traffic Crash Facts—Statewide

LIGHT CONDITION All crashes fatal injury property 
damage   

onlyNumber % of Total Number % of Total A B C

Daylight 10,541 23.1 2 33.3 34 101 187 10,217

Dawn 4,143 9.1 0 0.0 7 21 48 4,067

Dusk 2,204 4.8 1 16.7 2 14 45 2,142

Dark – Lighted 1,736 3.8 0 0.0 1 11 34 1,690

Dark – Unlighted 26,312 57.6 3 50.0 30 113 318 25,848

Other/Unknown 754 1.7 0 0.0 0 0 2 752

Total 45,690 100.0 6 100.0 74 260 634 44,716

The highest number of reported vehicle-deer collisions occurred during the 6:00 PM to 8:59 PM time period, when 
23.8 percent (10,857) vehicle-deer crashes occurred. The 9:00 PM to 11:59 PM time period had the highest number 
of fatal vehicle-deer crashes, with two.

Note: Time and Severity chart excludes 32 crashes where time of day is unknown. 
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MONTHLY AND SEASONAL RATES FOR MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER CRASHES

2014 Michigan Traffic Crash Facts—Statewide

month All crashes fatal injury property 
damage   

onlyNumber % of Total Number % of Total A B C

January 2,850 6.2 0 0.0 1 1 20 2,828

February 2,271 5.0 0 0.0 1 0 10 2,260

March 3,929 8.6 0 0.0 1 11 32 3,885

April 3,193 7.0 0 0.0 3 14 36 3,140

May 3,124 6.8 1 16.7 8 30 56 3,029

June 3,757 8.2 1 16.7 19 38 90 3,609

July 2,632 5.8 1 16.7 10 35 53 2,533

August 1,883 4.1 2 33.3 6 25 37 1,813

September 2,699 5.9 1 16.7 11 23 50 2,614

October 6,762 14.8 0 0.0 7 42 104 6,609

November 7,850 17.2 0 0.0 4 25 94 7,727

December 4,740 10.4 0 0.0 3 16 52 4,669

Total 45,690 100.0 6 100.0 74 260 634 44,716

Of the total 45,690 reported vehicle-deer collisions, 42.4 percent (19,352) occurred during the fourth quarter of the year.

Note: Time and Severity chart excludes 32 crashes where time of day is unknown. 
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